Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council v
Laws of Minnesota 2010 Final Report D r
/ '/

Date: March 02, 2015

Programor Project Title: Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife Refuge Protection, Phase 2 LAND &

AMENDMENT
Funds Recommended: $2,041,000

Manager's Name: Richard Johnson

Title: Conservation Information Manager

Organization: The Nature Conservancy

Address: 1101 W. River Parkway Suite 200

City: Minneapolis, MN 55415

Office Number: 612-331-0790

Fax Number: 612-331-0770

Email: rich_johnson@tnc.org

Website: http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/minnesota/

Legislative Citation: ML 2010, Ch. 361, Art. 1, Sec. 2, Subd. 2(d)

Appropriation Language: $2,041,000 in fiscal year 2011 is to the commissioner of natural resources for an agreement with The Nature
Conservancy to acquire land or permanent easements within the Northern Tallgrass Prairie Habitat Preservation Area in western Minnesota
for addition to the Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife Refuge. A list of proposed fee title and permanent easement acquisitions must
be provided as part of the required accomplishment plan. The accomplishment plan must include an easement stewardship plan.

County Locations: Clay, Kittson, Murray, and Pope.

Regions in which work will take place:
e Prairie
Activity types:

e Protectin Easement
e Protectin Fee

Priority resources addressed by activity:
e Prairie

Abstract:

This program permanently protected 1,052 acres in western Minnesota by purchasing fee title properties and/or habitat easements. Of
these, 564 acres were purchased in fee and 488 were conservation easements. These properties included 689 acres of remnant native
prairie and 119 acres of associated wetland complexes. In addition, 4,800' of streamfront and 3,300' of lakeshore were protected. Lands
and easements purchased through this program by The Nature Conservancy will be transferred to the US Fish and Wildlife Service and
will become units of the Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife Refuge to be owned and managed by the US Fish and Wildlife
Service. Restoration of wetlands and grasslands will be completed where needed.

Design and scope of work:

The Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife Refuge was established to preserve, restore, and manage a portion of the remaining
critical northern tallgrass prairie habitat and associated habitats at widespread locations throughout the western Minnesota and
northwestern lowa historic range. Only 5 percent of the original tallgrass prairie remains for preservation consideration throughout the
entire historic tallgrass prairie range. Native prairie declines of 99.9% and 99.6% have occurred in lowa and Minnesota, respectively.
Grassland dependent bird species have shown steeper, more consistent, and geographically more widespread declines than any other
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group of North American birds.

The number of acres purchased annually has been limited due to funding shortfalls since the establishment of this refuge. The current
land acquisition budget cannot keep up with the landowner interest in this program. This funding allowed us to make significant
progress towards the refuge's goal and objective of protecting this vanishing habitat. This appropriation allowed us to add 1,052 acres
to the existing 5,331 acres in the refuge - a 19.7% increase.

Our original proposal identified two key goals for this program: 1) Preserving and enhancing the remaining remnant tracts of northern
tallgrass prairie, 2) Linking existing prairie tracts together into larger blocks to create more viable units and allow wildlife corridors.

Working together, the US Fish and Wildlife Service and The Nature Conservancy achieved the following progress towards these goals:
1) 689 acres of remnant native prairie were protected, 2) 699 acres were acquired in areas identified as critical cores or corridors in the
Minnesota Prairie Conservation Plan, 3) The acquired parcels added to existing complexes of permanently protected land averaging
3,800 acres. Two of the acquired parcels were more isolated, but both were located in areas identified by MN Biological Survey as
having significant biodiversity and adjoining properties with additional native grassland.

Beyond these accomplishments, this funding protected 119 additional acres of wetlands, 4,800' of streamfront, and 3,300' of lakeshore.

Which LSOHC state-wide priorities are addressed in this proposal:

e Allow public access. This comes into play when all other things about the request are approximately equal

e Are able to leverage effort and/or other funds to supplement any OHF appropriation

e Are ongoing, successful, transparent and accountable programs addressing actions and targets of one or more of the ecological
sections

e Ensures activities for "protecting, restoring and enhancing" are coordinated among agencies, non profits and others while doing this
important work

e Produce multiple enduring conservation benefits

e Provide Minnesotans with greater public access to outdoor environments with hunting, fishing and other outdoor recreation
opportunities

e Use ascience-based strategic planning and evaluation model to guide protection, restoration and enhancement, similar to the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service's Strategic Habitat Conservation model

Which LSOHC section priorities are addressed in this proposal:
Prairie:

e Protect, enhance, or restore existing wetland/upland complexes, or convert agricultural lands to new wetland/upland habitat

complexes
e Protect, enhance, and restore remnant native prairie, Big Woods forests, and oak savanna

Relationship to other funds:
e Not Listed

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work after the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

The lands and easements purchased have already been, or are in the process of being, transferred to the Fish & Wildlife Service to
become units of the Northern Tallgrass Prairie NWR. Long term costs for restoration, management, and wildlife and habitat monitoring
will be funded through annual Service operations funding. Habitat easements are perpetual and Service managers will work with
landowners to maintain and, where needed, restore the native prairie on each tract of land.

Outcomes:
Programs in prairie region:

e Not Listed

How will they be measured and evaluated?

Biologists and GIS staff from FWS and TNC determined that 1,052 acres of habitat were permanently protected with funds from this
appropriation. These properties included 689 acres of remnant native prairie, 119 acres of wetlands, 4,800' of streamfront, and 3,300' of
lakeshore.
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Budget Spreadsheet

Total Amount: $2,041,000

Budget and Cash Leverage

BudgetName Request | Spent C(anl;il(;?;aetr:dg)e Ca(er;l.:;IVe;;)ge Leverage Source (o.:'-i(;itfmlal) Total (final)
Personnel $56,000 $161,200 $0 $332,800 IEE’ TNG, TNC, FWS, TNC, $56,000 $494,000
Contracts $56,000( $86,000 $0 $12,900[TNC $56,000 $98,900
Fee Acquisition w/PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquisition w/o PILT $1,927,700| $621,300 $0 $0! $1,927,700| $621,300|
Easement Acquisition $0]$1,167,700 $0 $0 $0| $1,167,700
Easement Stewardship $0 $0 $0 $0! $0 $0
Travel $1,300! $4,800) $0 $0 $1,300! $4,800
Professional Services $0 $0 $0 $0! $0 $0
Direct Support Services $0! $0| $0| $0 $0| $0
DNR Land Acquisition
Costs ‘ e $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Capital Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Other Equipment/Tools $0, $0, $0) $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Materials $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
DNR IDP $0| $0| $0| $0 $0| $0

Total|$2,041,000|$2,041,000 $0| $345,700 $2,041,000] $2,386,700
Personnel
Position FTE Over #ofyears Spent Cash Leverage Leverage Source Total
Land Steward 0.07 1.00 $4,500 $700{TNC $5,200
Field Steward 0.15 1.00 $7,600 $1,200|TNC $8,800|
Land Protection Specialist 1.30 1.00] $114,000 $17,500{TNC $131,500
FWS In-kind/Volunteer Costs 0.00 0.00] $0| $308,000[FWS $308,000|
Conservation Information Manager 0.49 1.00] $24,900 $3,800|TNC $28,700
Grant Specialist 0.16 1.00] $10,200 $1,600|TNC $11,800
Total| 2.17 5.00] $161,200 $332,800 $494,000
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Table 1a. Acres by Resource Type

Output Tables

Type Wetlands Wetlands Prairies Prairies Forest Forest Habitats Habitats Total Total
yp (original) (final) (original) (final) (original) (final) (original) (final) (original) (final)
Restore 0 0 0 0 0 (0] (0] (0] (0] 0
P‘rot‘e.ct in Fee with State PILT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Liability
P.rot.e.ctln Fee W/O State PILT 0 0 635 564 0 0 0 0 635 564
Liability
Protectin Easement 0 0 0 488 0 0 0 0 0 488
Enhance 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 0 0 635 1,052 0 (o) 0 0 635 1,052
Table 1b. How many of these Prairie acres are Native Prairie?
Type Native Prairie (original) Native Prairie (final)
Restore (o) 0
Protectin Fee with State PILT Liability 0 0
Protectin Fee W/O State PILT Liability 0 391
Protectin Easement 0 298
Enhance 0 0
Total 0
Table 2. Total Requested Funding by Resource Type
Type Wetlands Wetlands Prairies Prairies Forest Forest Habitats Habitats Total Total
ye (original) (final) (original) (final) (original) (final) (original) (final) (original) (final)
Restore $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Protectin Fee with State PILT
Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
firaobtﬁict;'“ Fee W/O State PILT $0 $0|  $1,927,700| $736,300 $0 $0 $0 s0[ $1,927,700| $736,300
Protectin Easement $0 $0 $0| $1,304,700 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0]$1,304,700|
Enhance $0) $0) $0 $0, $0) $0 $0 $0, $0, $0,
Total $0| $0| $1,927,700| $2,041,000| $0 $0 $0 $0| $1,927,700($2,041,000
Table 3. Acres within each Ecological Section
Metro .. Forest .. ..
Metro Urban ForestPrairie .. SEForest [SEForest| Prairie |Prairie | NForest |NForest| Total Total
Type (original) U.'ba" (original) Pt:alrle (original) | (final) |(original)| (final) | (original) | (final) |(original)| (final)
(final) (final)
Restore 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Protectin Fee with
State PILT Liability 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Protectin Fee W/O
State PILT Liability 0 0 0 0 0 0 635 564 0 0 635 564
Protectin Easement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 488 0 0 0 488
Enhance 0 0 0 (0] 0 0 0 0 0 0 (0] 0
Total 0 0 0 0 0 635 1,052 0 0 635 1,052
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Table 4. Total Requested Funding within each Ecological Section

Metro

Forest

Type Metro Urban Urban ForestPrairie Prairie SEForest [SEForest| Prairie Prairie | NForest [NForest| Total Total
(original) (final) (original) (final) (original) | (final) |(original)| (final) [(original)| (final) [(original)| (final)
Restore $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Protectin Fee with
State PILT Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Protectin Fee W/O
State PILT Liability $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0|$1,927,700| $736,300 $0 $0($1,927,700| $736,300
Protectin Easement $0| $0| $0 $0| $0 $0 $0[$1,304,700 $0| $0| $0|$1,304,700|
Enhance $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Total $0| $0| $0 $0| $0 $0|$1,927,700($2,041,000 $0| $0($1,927,700|$2,041,000

Target Lake/Stream/River Feet or Miles (original)

0

Target Lake/Stream/River Feet or Miles (final)

0
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Parcel List

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List
No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect Parcel List

Clay

Name TRDS Acres EstCost Existing Protection? Hunting? Fishing?
Clay County #2 13946202 80 $153,800[{No
Kittson

Name TRDS Acres EstCost Existing Protection? Hunting? Fishing?
Kittson County #1 16245214 200 $96,000[No
Kittson County #3 16045235 224 $224,700[No
Murray

Name TRDS Acres EstCost Existing Protection? Hunting? Fishing?
Murray County #1 10839212 60 $249,500{No
Murray County #3 10541225 162 $737,800{No No No
Pope

Name TRDS Acres EstCost Existing Protection? Hunting? Fishing?
Pope County #2 12640233 56 $107,800|No No No
Pope County #3 12640212 75 $109,900{No No No
Pope County #4 12337236 195 $246,600{No No No

Section 2a - Protect Parcel with Bldgs
No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.
Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Completed Parcel: Clay County #2

#ofTotal Acres: 80
County: Clay
Township: 139
Range: 46
Direction: 2
Section: 02
#ofAcres: Wetlands/Upland:

#ofAcres: Forest:

#ofAcres: Prairie/Grassland: 80
AmountofShorline:

Name of AdjacentBody ofWater (ifapplicable):

Has there been signage erected atthe site: Yes

Annual Reporting Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Annual Reporting Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

Annual Reporting Address:

44843 County Road 19

Annual Reporting City: Odessa
Annual Reporting State: MN
Annual Reporting Zip: 56276

Annual Reporting Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

Annual Reporting Phone:

320-273-2191

Purchase Date: May 06, 2013
Acquisition Title:

Purchase Price: $144,018
Appraised Value: $144,000
Professional Service Costs: $9,775
Assessed Value: $72,400
Total ProjectCost: $153,793
Fees Received: $0
Donations: $0

Related Parties:

Property Managed By:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Refuge -

Name ofthe unitarea orlocation
governmentunitorland manager:

Northern Tallgrass Prairie NWR
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Completed Parcel: Kittson County #1

#ofTotal Acres: 200
County: Kittson
Township: 162
Range: 45
Direction: 2
Section: 14
#o0fAcres: Wetlands/Upland:

#ofAcres:Forest:

#ofAcres: Prairie/Grassland: 200
AmountofShorline:

Name ofAdjacentBody ofWater (ifapplicable):

Has there been signage erected atthe site: Yes

Annual Reporting Organization Name:

The Nature Conservancy

Annual Reporting Manager Name:

Richard Johnson

Annual Reporting Address:

1101 West River Parkway

Annual Reporting City:

Minneapolis

Annual Reporting State:

MN

Annual Reporting Zip:

55415

Annual Reporting Email:

rich_johnson@tnc.org

Annual Reporting Phone:

612-331-0790

Purchase Date:

March 07, 2013

Acquisition Title:

Purchase Price: $92,000
Appraised Value: $105,000
Professional Service Costs: $14,316
Assessed Value: $93,100
Total ProjectCost: $106,316
Fees Received: $0

Donations: $0

Related Parties:

Property Managed By:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Refuge -

Name ofthe unitarea orlocation
governmentunitorland manager:

Northern Tallgrass Prairie NWR
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Completed Parcel: Kittson County #3

#ofTotal Acres: 224
County: Kittson
Township: 160
Range: 45
Direction: 2
Section: 35
#o0fAcres: Wetlands/Upland:

#ofAcres:Forest: 58
#ofAcres: Prairie/Grassland: 166
AmountofShorline:

Name ofAdjacentBody ofWater (ifapplicable):

Has there been signage erected atthe site: Yes

Annual Reporting Organization Name:

The Nature Conservancy

Annual Reporting Manager Name:

Richard Johnson

Annual Reporting Address:

1101 West River Parkway

Annual Reporting City:

Minneapolis

Annual Reporting State:

MN

Annual Reporting Zip:

55415

Annual Reporting Email:

rich_johnson@tnc.org

Annual Reporting Phone:

612-331-0790

Purchase Date: May 15, 2013
Acquisition Title:

Purchase Price: $145,600
Appraised Value: $196,000
Professional Service Costs: $12,828
Assessed Value: $137,900
Total ProjectCost: $179,428
Fees Received: $0
Donations: $21,000

Related Parties:

Property Managed By:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Refuge -

Name ofthe unitarea orlocation
governmentunitorland manager:

Northern Tallgrass Prairie NWR
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Completed Parcel: Murray County #1

#ofTotal Acres: 60
County: Murray
Township: 108
Range: 39
Direction: 2
Section: 12
#o0fAcres: Wetlands/Upland:

#ofAcres:Forest:

#ofAcres: Prairie/Grassland: 33
AmountofShorline:

Name ofAdjacentBody ofWater (ifapplicable):

Has there been signage erected atthe site: Yes

Annual Reporting Organization Name:

The Nature Conservancy

Annual Reporting Manager Name:

Richard Johnson

Annual Reporting Address:

1101 West River Parkway

Annual Reporting City:

Minneapolis

Annual Reporting State:

MN

Annual Reporting Zip:

55415

Annual Reporting Email:

rich_johnson@tnc.org

Annual Reporting Phone:

612-331-0790

Purchase Date:

June 03, 2013

Acquisition Title:

Purchase Price: $238,644
Appraised Value: $240,000
Professional Service Costs: $9,210
Assessed Value: $392,800
Total ProjectCost: $247,854
Fees Received: $0
Donations: $0

Related Parties:

Property Managed By:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Refuge -

Name ofthe unitarea orlocation
governmentunitorland manager:

Northern Tallgrass Prairie NWR
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Completed Parcel: Murray County #3

#ofTotal Acres: 162
County: Murray
Township: 105
Range: 41
Direction: 2
Section: 25
#o0fAcres: Wetlands/Upland: 25
#ofAcres:Forest: 0
#ofAcres: Prairie/Grassland: 137
AmountofShorline:

Name ofAdjacentBody ofWater (ifapplicable):

Has there been signage erected atthe site: Yes

Annual Reporting Organization Name:

The Nature Conservancy

Annual Reporting Manager Name:

Richard Johnson

Annual Reporting Address:

1101 W. River Parkway Suite 200

Annual Reporting City:

Minneapolis

Annual Reporting State:

MN

Annual Reporting Zip:

55415

Annual Reporting Email:

rich_johnson@tnc.org

Annual Reporting Phone:

612-331-0790

Purchase Date: April 01, 2014
Purchase Price: $846,225
Appraised Value: $0
Professional Service Costs: $10,587
Assessed Value: $0

Total ProjectCost: $856,812
Donations: $0

EasementHolder Organization Name:

The Nature Conservancy

EasementHolder Manager Name:

Sandi Edmunds

EasementHolder Address:

1101 W. River Parkway Suite 200

EasementHolder City:

Minneapolis

EasementHolder State:

MN

EasementHolder Zip:

55415

EasementHolder Email:

sedmunds@tnc.org

EasementHolder Phone:

612-331-0768

Responsible Organization Name:

The Nature Conservancy

Responsible Manager Name:

Sandi Edmunds

Responsible Address:

1101 W. River Parkway Suite 200

Responsible City:

Minneapolis

Responsible State:

MN

Responsible Zip:

55415

Responsible Email:

sedmunds@tnc.org

Responsible Phone:

612-331-0768

Underlying Fee Owner:

Mark & Christine Thompson
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Completed Parcel: Pope County #2

#ofTotal Acres: 56
County: Pope
Township: 126
Range: 40
Direction: 2
Section: 33
#o0fAcres: Wetlands/Upland: 24
#ofAcres:Forest:

#ofAcres: Prairie/Grassland: 24

AmountofShorline:

2100 (Linear Feet)

Name ofAdjacentBody ofWater (ifapplicable):

Unnamedontopo map

Has there been signage erected atthe site:

Yes

Annual Reporting Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Annual Reporting Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

Annual Reporting Address:

44843 County Road 19

Annual Reporting City:

Odessa

Annual Reporting State:

MN

Annual Reporting Zip:

56276

Annual Reporting Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

Annual Reporting Phone:

320-273-2191

Purchase Date: July 26, 2013
Purchase Price: $102,125
Appraised Value: $0
Professional Service Costs: $5,650
Assessed Value: $0

Total ProjectCost: $107,775
Donations: $0

EasementHolder Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

EasementHolder Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

EasementHolder Address:

44843 County Road 19

EasementHolder City:

Odessa

EasementHolder State:

MN

EasementHolder Zip:

56276

EasementHolder Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

EasementHolder Phone:

320-273-2191

Responsible Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Responsible Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

Responsible Address:

44843 County Road 19

Responsible City:

Odessa

Responsible State:

MN

Responsible Zip:

56276

Responsible Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

Responsible Phone:

320-273-2191

Underlying Fee Owner:

Christen & Lori Onstad
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Completed Parcel: Pope County #3

#ofTotal Acres: 75
County: Pope
Township: 126
Range: 40
Direction: 2
Section: 12
#o0fAcres: Wetlands/Upland: 17
#ofAcres:Forest:

#ofAcres: Prairie/Grassland: 56

AmountofShorline:

1200 (Linear Feet)

Name ofAdjacentBody ofWater (ifapplicable):

Unnamedontopo map

Has there been signage erected atthe site: Yes
Annual Reporting Organization Name: US Fish & Wildlife Service
Annual Reporting Manager Name: Alice Hanley

Annual Reporting Address:

44843 County Road 19

Annual Reporting City:

Odessa

Annual Reporting State:

MN

Annual Reporting Zip:

55276

Annual Reporting Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

Annual Reporting Phone:

320-273-2191

Purchase Date: July 26, 2013
Purchase Price: $105,750
Appraised Value: $0
Professional Service Costs: $4,150
Assessed Value: $0

Total ProjectCost: $109,900
Donations: $0

EasementHolder Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

EasementHolder Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

EasementHolder Address:

44843 County Road 19

EasementHolder City:

Odessa

EasementHolder State:

MN

EasementHolder Zip:

55276

EasementHolder Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

EasementHolder Phone:

320-273-2191

Responsible Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Responsible Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

Responsible Address:

44843 County Road 19

Responsible City:

Odessa

Responsible State:

MN

Responsible Zip:

55276

Responsible Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

Responsible Phone:

320-273-2191

Underlying Fee Owner:

David & Lori Wrolson
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Completed Parcel: Pope County #4

#ofTotal Acres: 195
County: Pope
Township: 123
Range: 37
Direction: 2

Section: 36
#o0fAcres: Wetlands/Upland: 48
#ofAcres:Forest:

#ofAcres: Prairie/Grassland: 133
AmountofShorline: 4800 (Linear Feet)
Name ofAdjacentBody ofWater (ifapplicable): Mud Creek
Has there been signage erected atthe site: Yes

Annual Reporting Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Annual Reporting Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

Annual Reporting Address:

44843 County Road 19

Annual Reporting City:

Odessa

Annual Reporting State:

MN

Annual Reporting Zip:

56276

Annual Reporting Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

Annual Reporting Phone:

320-273-2191

Purchase Date:

August 30, 2013

Purchase Price: $241,900
Appraised Value: $0
Professional Service Costs: $4,700
Assessed Value: $0
Total ProjectCost: $246,600
Donations: $0

EasementHolder Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

EasementHolder Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

EasementHolder Address:

44843 County Road 19

EasementHolder City:

Odessa

EasementHolder State:

MN

EasementHolder Zip:

56276

EasementHolder Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

EasementHolder Phone:

320-273-2191

Responsible Organization Name:

US Fish & Wildlife Service

Responsible Manager Name:

Alice Hanley

Responsible Address:

44843 County Road 19

Responsible City:

Odessa

Responsible State:

MN

Responsible Zip:

56276

Responsible Email:

alice_hanley@fws.gov

Responsible Phone:

320-273-2191

Underlying Fee Owner:

John &Joanne Reed
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Parcel Map

Protection, Phase 2

Northern Tallgrass Prairie National Wildlife Refuge
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