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St. Lawrence Unit — Plant Species

» A USFWS bioblitz of this Unit found many wet meadow species
according to Native Plant Communities of Minnesota (MN

DNR 20095), including:

Swamp milkweed

Spotted water hemlock
Red-osier dogwood

Common boneset

Spotted touch-me-not
Cut-leaved water bugleweed

Water smartweed
Virginia mountain minft
Lig-zag goldenrod
Stiff goldenrod

Prairie cord grass

Blue vervain




St. Lawrence Unit — Bird Species

» Species of greatest conservation need observed during the
USFWS bioblitz included:

Bobolink Sedge wren
Least flycatcher Willow flycatcher
Marsh wren American Woodcock

» Ofther interesting birds observed included:

Virginia rails Killdeer
Swamp and pond sparrows Barn swallow
Orchard oriole American redstart

Red-tailed hawk






Improved AcCcCess

» This acquisition will significantly improve the public’s ability to access
this Refuge Unit AND

» The USFWS’s ability fo conduct habitat restoration and
enhancement work on the Unit

» Access and parking area will be moved from Highway 169 to
Delaware Avenue / County Road 59



Request

» Minnesota Valley Trust requests LSOHC authorization to use an
existing Outdoor Heritage Fund grant (ML 2023) to acquire
approximately 59.7 acres from Scott County

» Nelson property to be acquired in 2024 includes 3 acre building site
with home and 56 acres vacant land

» Future request — acquire approximately 15.7 acres from Scott
County (the Wagner Candy Store property) using a future OHF
appropriation
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