
Memo 
To: LSOHC 

From: City of Duluth 

Date: 12-4-25 

Re: Summary-City of Duluth / Forest Hill Acquisition Grant # 213416 

The City of Duluth requests that property purchased with the City of Duluth / Forest Hill Cemetery Grant No. 
213416 be released from the existing Funding Restrictions due to graves being found on the property post-
acquisition. The City proposes to acquire replacement land adjacent to the original grant-acquired site from the 
cemetery and restrict this replacement land with a new NOFR. 

The City acquired the entire 54-acre Property on December 22, 2023 from Park Hill Cemetery Association 
using two CPL grants. A NOAA grant provided match. Please see provided maps. During a routine staff visit to 
the property in 2024, it was discovered that a portion of the property contained Soldiers Rest, a burial space for 
soldiers within the Park Hill Cemetery. This portion of the Property should not have been included in the 2023 
transaction and was an oversight on the part of the Cemetery Association. The City desires to convey the 
affected land back to Park Hill Cemetery as it does not meet the spirit of the grant under which it was acquired. 
In addition, Soldiers Rest and the associated land needs to be owned by the Cemetery Association so that it 
can be operated appropriately. 

Park Hill Cemetery Association is willing to convey “Replacement Land” to the City in exchange for the 
Property to be returned. Please see provided maps for the location and configuration of both the land to be 
returned, and the land to be acquired and restricted by the City as “Replacement Land.” 

The “Replacement Land” is 2.549 acres; 0.567 acres greater than the land to be returned to the Cemetery 
Association. The “Replacement Land” is also more ecologically valuable than the land to be returned, as it 
includes part of a natural pond and is largely forested. By comparison, the land to be returned is made up of 
mostly turf, a gravel drive and a large, organic debris pile. 

The Duluth City Council has already approved the sale and acquisition of the parcels of interest. Once the land 
is released from restrictions under LSOHC, the City will sell the land back to the Cemetery Association and 
take ownership of the replacement land. In accordance with the City Ordinance, this will occur by March 15, 
2026. Once the replacement property has been acquired, the City will place a new Notice of Funding 
Restriction on the Replacement Land citing the funding source and other conditions as required by the 
LSOHC. 
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